
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT TOLDOT 
 

Q-1.  (a) (i) How old was Rivka when she married Yitzchak – (ii) how do we know this (2 opinions)? (b) Why does 25:19-20 repeat here what already was 
stated in Vayeira and Chayei Sarah that (1) Yitzchak was “ben (son of) Avraham”? (2) “Avraham fathered Yitzchak” (7 views)? (3) Rivka was Lavan’s sister 
(3 views)? (Bereishit 25:19-20) 
 
A-1.  (a) (1) (i) 3 years old – (ii) Rivka was born when Sarah died at 127 (Bereishit Raba) and Avraham was 137 – since Avraham was 100 at Yitzchak’s 
birth, Yitzchak was 37 at Rivka’s birth, and Yitzchak married her when he was 40 – thus, she was 3 (Rashi). (2) (i) 14 years old – (ii) Sifri Devarim says 
Rivka died at Kehat’s age of 133. Ya’akov went to Charan at age 63 (Rashi – 28:9), studied with Eiver for 14 years and worked for Lavan for 20 years, and 
he heard that Rivka died 2 years later, when he was 99 –  since Rivka died at 133, she was 34 when she bore Ya’akov, and she married Yitzchak 20 years 
earlier, at age 14 (Tosafot-Yevamot 61b). (b) (1) Just as a Torah follower is called a “ben Torah”, Yitzchak, following Avraham’s teachings, was a “ben 
Avraham” (Ohr haChayim). (2) (i) “Avraham” fathered Yitzchak after his name changed from “Avram”; (ii) to refute claims that AviMelech impregnated 
Sarah, Yitzchak’s features looked exactly like Avraham, and skeptics saw that Avraham fathered him (Rashi). (iii) Yitzchak, a tzadik, was a tzadik’s son – 
he was glad he had a righteous father like Avraham, who was happy to have a precious son like Yitzchak (Bereishit Raba). (iv) When listing offspring, as 
the Torah does here for Yitzchak, the Torah frequently goes back a generation to his father; (v) Yitzchak, not Yishmael nor Ketura’s sons, was Avraham’s 
sole heir (Ramban). (vi) Avraham reared only Yitzchak, having sent away his other sons (ibn Ezra). (vii) Yitzchak’s life closely paralleled Avraham’s – it was 
obvious to all that Avraham fathered him (Abarbanel). (3) (i) The Torah mentions Lavan, not Betuel, because Lavan was more renowned than his father 
(ibn Ezra). (ii) Eisav, seeking a wife, should have gone to Lavan, like Ya’akov did (Ramban – 28:8). (iii) As a result of her being Lavan’s sister, Rivka bore 
the evil Eisav, since a man’s son resembles his wife’s brother (Sforno).  
 
 
Q-2.  (a) Why was Rivka barren for many years (3 reasons)? (b) If a man has not fulfilled the mitzvah of peru u-revu, he must marry a new wife after 10 
childless years, which we learn from Avraham, who married Hagar after he and Sarah were childless for 10 years in Eretz Yisrael – why did Yitzchak wait 
20 years after marrying Rivka to pray for a child (2 explanations)? (Bereishit 25:21)  
 
A-2.  (a) (1) Since Lavan’s family blessed her to have many children (24:60), Hashem kept her childless until Yitzchak prayed for her, to show that 
idolaters’ blessings are worthless (Chizkuni). (2) Hashem shows the value of tzadikim’s prayers (Yevamot 64a). (3) Her infertility reduced Bnei Yisrael’s 
years of slavery, since Hashem decreed that they would be subjugated for 400 years starting at Yitzchak’s birth, but the actual slavery in Mitzrayim began 
after Yosef died, and with Rivka and Rachel barren for many years, Ya’akov and Yosef were born later, reducing Bnei Yisrael’s period of slavery (Bereishit 
Raba). (b) (1) If Yitzchak married Rivka when she was 3, she reached childbearing age at 13, and Yitzchak prayed after 10 more years, when she was 23; 
(2) if Rivka was at the childbearing age of 14 when they married, Yitzchak thought he was sterile, and taking a new wife would not help, but when he 
prayed, Hashem miraculously made him fertile (Yevamot 64a).  
 
 
Q-3.  (a) (1) Why were Ya’akov’s and Eisav’s embryos “agitated” in Rivka’s womb (2 views)? (2) Since the embryos did not yet have minds of their own, 
how could they manifest this behavior? (3) How was Rivka punished for complaining about the pain of her pregnancy?  (4) Why is the word “te’omim” 
(twins) spelled without an alef and yud and pronounced “tomim”? (5) Since an angel teaches one the whole Torah in the womb, why did Ya’akov want to 
leave when Rivka neared a beit midrash? (6) Why did Rivka ask Shem, not Avraham, about her pregnancy pains? (7) Why is the word, “goyim” ([2] 
nations) spelled with 2 yuds, not with a yud and a vav? (b) Why was Eisav (1) given that name (2 views)? (2) called “Edom” (red) (4 views)? (c) Why did 
Ya’akov hold onto Eisav’s heel (4 reasons)? (d) Who named (1) Eisav? (2) Ya’akov? (e) Did Yitzchak circumcise Eisav? (f) When 25:27 says that Ya’akov 
sat in tents, to which tents does this refer? (g) Why did (1) Yitzchak love Eisav (2 views)? (2) Rivka love only Ya’akov? (3) Eisav honor Yitzchak so much? 
(h) (1) When Ya’akov wanted to buy the bechora (birthright), why did Eisav respond “I am going to die” (5 views)? (2) Besides the agreed-upon lentil stew, 
why did Ya’akov also give Eisav bread? (3) Which 5 sins did Eisav commit on that day? (Bereishit 25:22-34) 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) (i) Ya’akov “ran” to be born when Rivka stopped at a beit midrash, and Eisav “ran” to be born when she passed an idol; (ii) they fought about 
who would inherit olam hazeh and olam haba (Rashi). (2) Their natural inclinations appeared even before their births (Anaf Yosef). (3) She lost the 
privilege of bearing the 12 shevatim, who later were born to Ya’akov’s wives instead of to her (Bereishit Raba). (4) For the birth of Tamar’s twins, teomim is 
“malei” (full), because Peretz and Zerach were tzadikim, but for Rivka’s twins, it is “chaseir” (deficient), since one was a rasha (Rashi – 38:27). (5) He 
wanted to flee his “chavruta”, the evil Eisav (Torat Chinuch). (6) Ashamed to let Avraham know that her womb might hold a rasha, she asked the 
generation’s elderly scholar (Medrash Hagadol). (7) The word with 2 yuds can be pronounced “gay-im”, meaning proud ones – it refers to the 2 very 
wealthy leaders in the 2nd century – Jewish leader Rav Yehuda haNasi and his close friend Roman leader Emperor Antoninus – they exhibited the proper 
bond between Eisav and Ya’akov (Avoda Zara 11a). (b) (1) (i) He was “completely made” (asu-iy), born with an older child’s hair (Rashi). (ii) It can be 
pronounced “ha shav”, (“behold, a waste”), not worthy of life; (2) his red (i) skin (25:25); (ii) food (25:30); (iii) land (32:4). (iv) The “Red One” (Hashem – Shir 
haShirim 5:10) will punish him (Bereishit Raba). (c) (1) Ya’akov was conceived before Eisav and wanted to emerge first (Rashi). (2) Ya’akov’s spirit wanted 
the religious rights of the bechor (Kli Yakar). (3) As soon as Eisav was born, he destroyed Rivka’s womb to prevent Ya’akov from emerging, and Ya’akov 
had to hold Eisav’s heel to get out (Medrash Agada). (4)  It signified that on the heel of the end of Eisav’s dominance, Yisrael would emerge and dominate 
the world (Radak). (d) (1) His parents; (2) Hashem (Rashi). (e) No – Yitzchak was blocked from circumcising Eisav on the 8th day due to Eisav’s ruddiness, 
and Yitzchak decided to wait until his 13th birthday, like Avraham did with Yishmael, but Eisav hindered the circumcision at that age (Da’at Zekeinim). (f) 
Ya’akov studied in the tents of Noach’s son, Shem, and his great-grandson Eiver who taught him the Torah that they had learned from Noach (Rashi). (g) 
(1) (i) He hoped to use love and affection to attract Eisav to Hashem’s service; (ii) he saw with Ruach haKodesh that one of Eisav’s offspring would be the 
navi Ovadya, an Edomi convert; (2) she knew from inquiring from Shem that only the younger one would be a worthy individual; (3) Eisav wanted to gain 
favor in Yitzchak’s eyes to ensure that Yitzchak would not expel him and make his younger son his heir, as Avraham had driven out Yishmael and 
appointed Yitzchak his successor (Medrash Hagadol). (h) (1) Eisav, (i) a hunter, was always in danger of dying (Rashbam). (ii) the bechor, was liable to die 
for doing the avoda improperly (Rashi). (iii) who had stolen Nimrod’s hunting garment that once belonged to Adam, constantly feared that Nimrod’s men 
would track him down and kill him (Pesachim 54a). (iv) as a hunter, assumed he would die before Yitzchak and never get the bechor’s benefits (Ramban). 
(v) knew that the bechor would acquire Eretz Yisrael after 400 years, and since he would be dead by then, the bechora was useless (Chizkuni). (2) Since 
the starving Eisav later could claim that he sold the bechora under duress, which would invalidate the sale, Ya’akov first gave him bread so he could think 
clearly (Maharam Shik). (3) He (i) violated a betrothed maiden; (2) murdered Nimrod; (3) denied Hashem, and (4) resurrection of the dead; and (5) spurned 
the bechora (Baba Batra 16b).  
 
 
Q-4.  (a) (1) Why did Hashem ban Yitzchak from going to Mitzrayim during the famine, as Avraham had done (2 reasons)? (2) Why did Hashem want him 
to settle in Gerar (2 views)? (b) (1) Why does 26:7 describe Rivka as “tovat mareh” (beautiful), but earlier, 24:16 describes her as “tovat mareh me’od” 
(very beautiful)? (2) Since AviMelech had sealed a covenant of peace with Avraham, including their children and grandchildren, why was Yitzchak afraid 
that the Pelishtim would harm him? (c) Why did the Pelishtim clog Yitzchak’s wells? (d) (1) What does a well signify (3 views)? (2) What do the 3 names of 
the wells that Yitzchak dug in Gerar prophetically represent concerning the Beit haMikdash? (e) Since Yitzchak never left Eretz Yisrael, why did Hashem’s 



decree of 400 years of exile begin with him? (f) (1) Since Hashem told Yitzchak to live in Gerar in Eretz Pelishtim, why did he return to Be’er Sheva, without 
Hashem instructing him to? (2) Why did AviMelech and his general Fichol travel to Yitzchak to renew their covenant? (Bereishit 26:3,7,12,20-23)    
 
A-4.  (a) (1) (i) Since Avraham was not born in Eretz Yisrael, he could leave, but Yitzchak who was born there was not allowed to; (ii) since Yitzchak was 
tied to the mizbei’ach for the akeida, he attained the sanctity of an olah temima (an unblemished offering), who could not leave the holy land (Medrash 
Tanchuma). (2) (i) Hashem wanted to reveal to the world how he protected Yitzchak like He had protected Avraham, by showering him with plenty during 
the famine (Tiferet Tzion). (ii) He tested Yitzchak, who successfully passed by not complaining about having to move due to the famine (Medrash Agada). 
(b) (1) After bearing children, her beauty was not as pronounced (Chizkuni). (2) Yitzchak was not afraid of AviMelech’s family but was afraid of Gerar’s 
common people, who were not part of the covenant; (c) AviMelech, jealous of Yitzchak’s success, tried to deny him prosperity (Ramban). (d) (1) (i) Shalom 
(peace) – after Gerar’s herdsmen argued with Yitzchak, they finally made peace; (ii) Torah, the source of “living” water; (iii) chayim mamash (actual [long] 
life) (Berachot 56a). (2) Yirmiyahu 17:13 calls the Beit HaMikdash “a Well of Living Water”, and the (i) 1st well, “Eisek” (Argument), refers to the 1st Beit 
HaMikdash that the nations destroyed; (ii) 2nd well, “Sitna” (Hatred), is the 2nd Beit HaMikdash’s name (Ezra 4:6), since the nations hated Bnei Yisrael for it; 
(iii) 3rd well, “Rechovot” (Spacious), is the 3rd Beit HaMikdash, which will be built without quarrel, with Eretz Yisrael enlarged (Ramban). (e) When Yitzchak 
moved to Gerar, the Pelishtim treated him like a foreigner, and they did not accept him in Pelishti society (Oznayim laTorah). (f) (1) Since Be’er Sheva was 
located in Eretz Pelishtim, he was following Hashem’s command (Ramban – 21:32). (2) When they saw that as soon as Yitzchak left Gerar, all of their 
wells dried up, and their trees no longer bore fruit, they realized that this was a penalty for driving Yitzchak out, and they hoped that the renewed covenant 
would reverse Hashem’s punishment (Bereishit Raba). 
 
 
Q-5.  (a) Why did Yitzchak, when he reached age 123, decide to bless Eisav? (b) Why did Yitzchak become blind (10 views)? (c) Why did Rivka not tell 
Yitzchak about the prophecy in 25:23 that she heard from Shem about Eisav (5 views)? (d) Why did Rivka have possession of Eisav’s hunting garments 
with which she dressed Ya’akov? (e) How is Yitzchak’s statement, “the voice is Ya’akov’s voice, but the hands are Eisav’s hands”, a prophecy for the future 
(2 explanations)? (f) How do we learn that one should drink wine in two or more sips, not a single gulp? (g) Since he had lots of cattle, why did Yitzchak 
want hunted meat? (3 views)? (h) To what did the following 4 of the 10 blessings that Yitzchak gave Ya’akov refer (i) in the midbar? (ii) in Eretz Yisrael? (iii) 
in galut? – (1) Hashem will give mital ha-shamayim (from the dew of the heavens)? (2) u-mishmanay ha’aretz (the fatness of the land)? (3) ve-rov dagan 
(plenty of grain)? (4) ve-tirosh (wine)? (i) How will the other 6 blessing be fulfilled – (5) ya’avducha amim (nations will serve you)? (6) ve-yishtachavu lecha 
leumim (nations will bow down to you)? (7) heh-vay gevir le’achecha (you will be lord over your brothers)? (8) ve-yishtachavu lecha bnei imecha (your 
mothers sons will bow to you)? (9) orarecha arur (those that curse you will be cursed)? (10) u-mevarachecha baruch (those who bless you will be 
blessed)? (Bereishit 27:1-2,15,25-30,46) 
 
 
A-5.  (a) When one reaches within 5 years of the age of his parents’ death, he should be concerned about his own death, and since Yitzchak’s mother died 
at 127, he wanted to bless his sons then, saying, “I know not the day of my death” (Bereishit Raba). (b) (1) Old age – he was 123 (Rashbam).  (2) His holy 
eyes were sensitive to the incense that Eisav’s wives offered to avoda zara; (3) at the akeida, the tears of crying angels fell into his eyes, weakening them; 
(4) Hashem wanted Yitzchak to bless Ya’akov later without realizing it (Rashi). (5) Yitzchak was punished for lifting his eyes at the akeida to gaze at the 
Shechina, instead of covering his face, as Moshe later did; (6) his blindness forced him to stay indoors and not mingle with people and see Eisav’s evil; (7) 
he asked Hashem for suffering in olam hazeh to atone for any sins he may have done (Bereishit Raba). (8) For covering up that Avraham was her 
husband, AviMelech cursed Sarah with “kesut einayim” (eye-covering, i.e., blindness – 20:16), and while she never became blind, this curse caused her 
son’s blindness (Bava Kama 93a). (9) Yitzchak was punished for seeing Eisav sin but not forcing him to stop (Sforno). (10) Eisav trapped his father into 
favoring him by “bribing” him with hunted game, and bribes “blind” the receiver (Ba’al haTurim). (c) She did not want (1) to say lashon hara about Eisav 
(Ohr haChayim). (2) Yitzchak to blame her for Eisav’s failings, since she came from a family of evildoers; (3) to cause him heartache; (4) to tell him, since 
she thought that if Hashem wanted Yitzchak to know, He would have told him (Bereishit Raba). (5) Rivka thought that if Yitzchak knew about Eisav’s evil 
behavior, he might withhold not only Eisav’s blessing, but Ya’akov’s, too, and she had to make sure that Ya’akov was blessed (Ramban). (d) By Hashem’s 
Providence, Eisav left those garments, which he had gotten from Nimrod, at home that day when he went hunting, and Eisav did not entrust them to his 
wives, preferring that his mother, whom he knew to be honest, should store them for him (Zohar). (e) (1) The voice of Torah and tefila will be the portion of 
Ya’akov and his offspring, while the hands, symbolizing a life dedicated to physical force, are the portion of Eisav and his offspring; (2) as long as Bnei 
Ya’akov study and fulfill the Torah, Bnei Eisav will be powerless against them (Bereishit Raba). (f) When Ya’akov gave Yitzchak wine, the trup under “lo” 
(to him) is the rare note mercha kefula (a double mercha), teaching that a cup of wine should not be swallowed in one gulp (Meshech Chochma). (g) (1) He 
wanted Eisav to work hard, to gain merit from kibud av and deserve the beracha he wanted to give Eisav (Ohr haChayim). (2) Old people become 
disgusted with life and desire exotic and tasty foods, and he wanted to feel good before blessing Eisav (Radak). (3) He needed to achieve joy, since a 
blessing is effective only if one is joyous (Torah Temima). (h) (1) (i) the mun – Bamidbar 11:9; (ii) Yerushalayim – Tehillim 33:3; (iii) the Torah – Devarim 
32:2; (2) (i) Miriam’s well; (ii) the korbanot; (iii) the Mishna; (3) (i) the young men of the 2nd generation in the midbar, who would enter Eretz Yisrael; (ii) the 
bikurim; (iii) the Gemara; (4) (i) Bnei Yisrael’s young righteous girls; (ii) the nesachim (libations); (iii) the Medrashim; (i) (5) Bnei Cham, Bnei Yefet, and (6) 
Bnei Ketura will serve Bnei Yisrael; (7) Bnei Yisrael will rule over Bnei Yishmael, and (8) Bnei Eisav; (9) Bilam and others will be cursed; (10) Moshe, 
Aharon, David and Shlomo will be blessed (Medrash Tanchuma).  
 
 
Q-6.  (a) Why did Eisav (1) say, “va-yakveini” ([Ya’akov] outwitted me), using the same root as the name “Ya’akov”? (2) want Ya’akov murdered only after 
Yitzchak died (2 views)? (3) marry Yishmael’s daughter (2 views)? (b) How do we know that (1) when one marries, his sins are excused? (2) Eisav did not 
really repent for marrying Canaanit women (2 views)? (c) Why did Ya’akov spend 14 years with Shem and Eiver (3 views)? (Bereishit 27:36,41,28:5-9) 
 
A-6.  (a) (1) He realized Ya’akov was given his name not primarily for holding onto his heel, but prophetically, for outwitting him re: the bechora and 
beracha (Sforno). (2) Eisav (i) did not want his father to grieve (Rashi). (ii) was afraid that Yitzchak would curse him if he killed Ya’akov (Ramban). (3) 
Eisav hoped (i) that by marrying a non-Cana’anit from Avraham’s family, Yitzchak would bless him again (Rashbam). (ii) to arouse Yishmael’s anger 
against Ya’akov by reminding Yishmael how his younger brother Yitzchak had usurped his place, just as Eisav’s younger brother had done, and he hoped 
to kindle Yishmael’s anger against Ya’akov, so Yishmael would murder him, and Eisav then would avenge his brother’s blood by killing Yishmael and 
become the heir of both families (Bereshit Raba). (b) (1) Eisav married Machalat, meaning “forgiveness” (Rashi). (2) Eisav did not (i) divorce the Cana’anit 
wives that pained his parents (Abarbanel). (ii) seek a wife from Rivka’s family, as Ya’akov did (Malbim). (c) To (1) separate himself from the evil Eisav; (2) 
prepare himself spiritually for dealing with the evil Lavan (Bereishit Raba). (3) exile himself to a Torah place, which would help his Torah growth (Kli Yakar).   
 
 
Q-7. In the haftara, why will Hashem make the mountains of Eisav desolate? (Malachi 1:3)    
 
A-7.  Edom should not have fought Bnei Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael, and Seir’s desolation was Edom’s punishment for doing so (Radak).  


